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@ Editorial

Welcome to the first issue of The Storybook News and a happy new year to all our readersThis issue

is very much in the spirit of The Story Seeds with new beginnings, planting seeds and watching therr
grow. We planted the story seed in the hope titamore and more children all over the world would

discover English through wonderful authentic storybooks. Early on in our story iO &l€@ady extremely

encouragingto see that so many people share our passiand support TSS! A special thanks toOpal

Dunn, specialist in the early stages of language learning, for her immense suppéut our first issue and

for her inspirational work with children.

y8A 1 EEA Oi by defhihg olrEistérstaiding 6F Authentic storybooksThere are several
terms to refer to them and you will see in our interview that Opal Dunn talks abouteal picture books.
When we first discussed which term to use we hesitated for a long time between picture and story.
agreed onstory in the end because althoughwe appreciate thda pictures are obviously a major
contributor to helping the child enter into the world of stories we wanted to emphasize that af he
Story Seeds we take children beyond the pictures. Children leave our workshops having understooc
the story, played with itand reinvented it. As for authentic or real, Opal rightly points out that any book
can be termed as authentic whether it be a maths textbook or a cookery bodke feel that the terms
are interchangeableas long as we are talking aboustorybooks, with illustrations that have been
written for children whose first language is English Most importantly they should have not been
written with a foreign language learner in mind The language is rictbut real and we believethat, for
this reason,authentic storybooks are ideal for teaching English to young learners.

In this issue you will beimpressed AU T 60 ¢ O Agoifp@dby Bihsigtifil Aomments Opal
Dunn makes on using storybooksinformed of current and future events andinvolved by responding
to the feedback section on this newsletterd T 0811 Al O1 AA AKolidd* OT " DAA
experiences of reading storybooks to French children a book festivalin the feature article and co
founder Nicky Francis gives us her opinion of the Barfoot book Island in the Sun in the review
OAAQGEI T8 $1 180 A& OCAOTHEIton®EdBewndd otidoudsdT hedko by Adk ds A
website: we alwayswelcome your commentswww.thestoryseeds.com

Happy Reading!
The editor
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@® Profile

Opal Dunn is an Author and Education Adviser specialising in first language and firs
foreign language development. She has worked as an education consultant in first laage and first
foreign language for most of a long career spent largely overseas.

In 1984, on her return to UK,Opal Dunn continued to work with lower primary aged children and
began to use her expertise with Nursery School aged children and their parents

In 2004, after convening the successful Munich Conference on the use of REALpictureBOOKs to |
children pick-up English naturally, Opal Dunn handed over her REALBOOK NEWS website to tt
University of York having created 17 biannual issues.

Opal Dunn still continues to advise, lecture and write for teacher trainers and teachers as well a
parents in the initial stages of starting to communicate in a foreign language. She believes that you
children can be best sensitised to starting communication im foreign language by parents or class
teachers, who know them well and understand how and when to encourage them.

Opal Dunn is a regular contributor to the well-known weekly Nursery World magazine on first and
foreign language learning. She also continues to write picture books and rhyme books for youl
children. Her book Aker Bacha BopGames to Say and Play from around the wowds selected by the

"OEOEOE "I1TE 40000smokweékc A AT T OAl #EEI AOAT &



http://www.thestoryseeds.com/
http://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/Subscriptions/

As Honorary Presidentof) 1 OAOT AGEI T Al # EE| A(TBA) baed tn(arEDan Budké
(the proto-type mini-library) which Opal Dunn founded in 1977, she continues to advise anc
encourage parents running Bunko for bilingual Japanese children. At present the UK Branch of ICE
manages 17 Japanese language IC Bunko throughout UK for Japanese children in British sch
needing to pick-up more Japanese culture and language.

In November 20080pal Dunn was awarded the Insignia of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays by t
Government of Japan for her contribution to the International Education of Japanese children.
December2008 Opal Dunn was Highly Commended in the Women in Publishing New Venture Award.

Opal Dunn presently works as Adviser to the British Council on the LearnEnglish/Parents programme
for young children up to the age of 8. Recently the British Council pubttied 4 booklets for parents on
How to Help young children learning English written by Opal Dunn.

(www.britishcouncil.org/parents )
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@® An Interview with Opal Dunn

In December 2008The Story Seeds team had the great pleasure of meetingpal Dunn and finding out
xEAO OEA EAA O1 OAU AAT 6O OOEiI ¢ AOOEAT OEA 00l
said:

TSS: RealBooks News has been an inspiration to The Story Seeds. Whatr avho inspired and
motivated you to create the RealBooks News website back in 1998?

OpalDunn:) 1 OECET AT 1T U xAT O O %AOOAOI %OOI PA8 )
around talking about using storybooks. | knew the power of storyboks from when | cofounded Bunko
in 1977. Then | worked for the Council of Europe and found that people were interested in pictur
ATTEO8 4EAU xAl OAA PEAOOOA OOI OUATTEO AOO At
important to train teachers and parents on how toselectbooks.

433d 7A11 OEAG8O AAOOAI T U OEA [£E QK toQifddseE the righe
storybooks.

Opal Dunn: The book is the prop. A lot of your teacher training should also be giving them confidenc
91T 0OA Cci 6 O CcAO OEAI CciEI ¢ OAITEIC OO1I OEAO8 4
TAAAOOAOQOEI U xAT 6 61 AA A PAOA&EI OIi A0 ET &EOTT106 1

AT As® Geriember that elling booksto children is not the same as sharing books with childre® )
very important to share them with children.

TSS:0On RealBooks Newsthe top books cited to use with young learners of English are The Very
Hungry Catepillar, Mrs.Wobble the Waitress and We all wen t on Safari. Did you compile this list?

Opal Dunn: These are great books butttis list has been updated since | stopped editing the sit¢ 6

really interested in the early stages of language learning and beginners learning English as a forei
language,and | actually wrote an article called Selecting Realpicture booksand talked about the

possible drawbacks ofintroducing The \ery Hungry Caterpillar too soon.O&1T O | AT U A
beginning English there is too much in this book; for some there may be even new concepts as well
TAx 1 AT COAGCA OThis@lote hak zen taRerioin 8 ® A1 6 O alticeEpgiifishell lon

RealBook News.

TSS: You reviewed over 500 storybooks as eddi O T £ 2AAT "1 T EO . Ax0O8
collection has since been passed on to Annie Hughes, Director of the MA course on Teaching English
to Young Learners at the University of York. How did you choose which books to review?

Opal Dunn: Only on experience. You have to see the book to review i¥ou have to read itfirst and

decide how youare going to communicateit to children. | have lived in a few Muslim countries and
countries such as Japan and you [The Story Seeds] are going worldwide sa gefinitely need to work

globally. | realised this when | was working in Japan as they wanted humour. | also found that boo
like Susan laughgwritten by Jeanne Willis and illustrated by Tony Rossivorked very well in Japan. |
think Susan Laughg a lovely book but teahers need a lot of preparatiorto introduce it effectively.

TSS: The orgoing debate today is age-AOAT AET ¢ xEOE AEEI AOAT 30 Al
ORAOU AxAOA 1T &£ OEA AAT CAOO T &£ DOOOET ¢ /slandhapehts |
needs. What are your views on this?

80 OAU xEIi OEA AiTE EO OOEOAA

Opal Dunn: 01 AAOA Al 1 _CATTE
AGO ) OEETE EOGO0 110010 Ei Pi OOATO O OAU xEE,

1
Py a~ ~ a Aa ~ A
OAO AT A OEA OAAAEAO EAOTI 60 DPOADPAOAA A O miut(
that.

TSS: You have recently been awarded a fantastic award by the Japanese Government The Order of
the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays for your &tensive work with children in Japan. Can you tell us
A 1TEOCOTA 171TO0A AAT OO UI 60 *APAT AOGA AgpAOEAT AA

Opal Dunn: Bunko are minklibraries for bilingual Japanese/English children. Every Wednesday we
were there for when the children came out of school at 1pm. Bunko numbers have slightly gone dow
recently in Japan because parents who are coming back from living abroad put their children into

school rather than take them to a mini EAOAOU8 4EAU OEET E Ul iOd Dhbol.



http://kodomobunko.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=33&Itemid=24&lang=english
http://www.britishcouncil.org/parents
http://www.realbooks.co.uk/articles/selecting.htm

4EAUBO0OA OEETEET ¢ AAAE O1 Eix OEAU 1 AAOTO 1 AT C
01 6E1 OEAU OOAOOAA OAAT T AAOU OAEIT1 8 . theughGne/
situation is far better. In fact, Bunko numbers overseasare going up due to mixednarriages. There are
now 17 in the UK and 4 more are due to opemhich is wonderful.

TSS: In December you were Highly Commended by¥omen in Publishing . You have accomplished so
much in your life (so far) in bri nging picture books to young children, their parents and ELT
professionals. Tell us about the Munich conference on REALpicture BOOKSou helped organise.

Opal Dunn: It was anextremely popular and successful eventWe were very kindly given a space to
hold it but we were still limited in terms of numbers. We ended up beingversubscribed It was

marvellous. It was full of people whahad one thingin common and thatwas a love ofbooks. Tony Ross
came and so did Tessa Stricklanka Sella Blackstone) from Barefoot Books.

TSS:The buzz acronym at the moment in the ELT world is CLIL (Content and Language Integrated
Learning). Do you have any views on CLIL with young learners?

OpalDunn:) AZET A OEA ZEOOO AOAAEOEOI Guade. PEople dtd coniing &
from so many different angles | think you have to be careful.

TSS: You recently wrote a series of British Council booklets designed to help parents introduce
English into their homes. What top tip would you give to parents living in the UK who are
themselves learning English as an Additional Language and helping their children at the same
time?

Opal Dunn: | believe that parents can dothe start-up job just as well as teachers, in some case
sometimes even better. Theyeach their child to speak althoughnel T A AOAO OOAT AO
done mothers for teaching your child to speak. They know how their child picks up language and the
can createtheir own %1 Ci EOE OEI| A8 6 to)end EnglighAdvever K (hAEEE 8 O1 ©
support.

TSS: You have personal and professional ties with France. What advice can you give to French
teachers and parents wanting to use storybooks in their English classroom?

OpalDunn: 91 O ET1T x &OAT AA | OAE AAOOROOBERE Qi @& AA:
the way that you introduce picture storybooks.Make sure theadults know most of the text of the story
beforetheyreadit AOO 11 O AZEOAOx AOA éhitdren afelniitie pittirethdold foryQuari, A
You should let them come backo reality in their own time. Give the children time tosort themselves
out because in their heads they might actually be the caterpilax x A Ai T80 ETT xA
DOAOAT OAA xEOE A xI OEOEAA Onhe AtgBOAROEEAI O A OF O 8A AOBEX
book as a textbook. If you wanto do somethingafterwards, give them a piece of paper and let then
draw a picture. Let themexpresshow they feel

People want results but | think you should explain that thragh picking up English through picture
books, including information books ard rhyme books, parenting are developing the whole child

ThroughAT T ET ¢ O UT O r4EA 301 OU 3AAAOYoréninlen Brigdage’
and culture are integraed. Through picture books parents are opening a windw on the world for their

child. 4EAU80OA 110 EOOO GCAOOEI ¢ xEAO OEAU crddy ifhe

xET 1T A AEEI A OEAO Ui O80A 111 EETC AOS8

TSS: At the end of The Story Seedsorkshops the children go away having created something that
has been inspired by the story. Is this in line with what you might do with children and storybooks?

Opal Dunn: Yes. They can do a puppet show artieir theatre canbe theback of a chair butl use them
[picture storybooks] as magic| do think that picture books are magic for children and | use them that

way; not as ateachingto ) 6 A 1 EEA OI 1 AAOGA Ui O xEOE TTA |
Poet and Playwright to think aboO O x EAT OEAOET ¢ DEA OO OAsofflyl becauSe
Ui & O00AAA 11 iU AOAAI 086

TSS: Thank you very much Opal for your time, your enthusiasm and your invaluable support!
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@® Events
- The Story Seeds are pleased to announce their new partnership with English bookshop Attica ir

professional space.

- TESOL Francéave asked The Story Seeds to give some teacher workshops in Paris over the nex
few months.Watch this space for workshop dates.

- In February The Story Seeds will be visiting the Reading and EAL departmentsf a London
school tosee how they teach literacy skis to children learning English as an additional language

- Co-founders Jo Bertrand and Nicky Francis have been invited to speak at the next IATEFL Yot
Learners SIG Conference in Cardiff on March31st.

- Jo Bertrand hasbeen invited back for a second yaao the Beauged U # EET AOAT 6 O
in April where she will be reading some of your favourite English stories.



http://www.tesol-france.org/index.php

@® Article

/TAA OpPiI1T A OEI A8

8) xAO OAAAET ¢ %i ¢i EOE OOi OUATT EO AO A &OAT Af
not sure what persuaded teachers to sign their classes up to listen to me read. Was it the books? We
the new French language reforms that insist on teaching English to younger children? Or was it r
OOAT AET ¢ OEAOA xEOE A xdi kBHu@ N Eefeionlitivas priadablyAl&spite
the pointy hat and sauce! What was most interesting though were the questions and remarks before ti
OAOCOEI T 0! WOADOAASADI 1 U CiETC O OAAA OEAOA A
lail COACA8 ) 06 G AARE QTx A O\ ErHeSEGOMEAaterpiflar! Eciually read Julia
$i1 1 Al ARG od the Broonand postreading the teaches OOOE A A 1 OMo®. Tite) actGadiyt
listenedand spoke in English. They even undédrst A O i SRAe wagh sBddkh &

Obviously in a 15 minute reading session you are limited as to how much you can exploit a book but

UIOO A1 AOCOOI 11T OEA DIOOEAEIEOEAO AOA A|A|Aoos
AT A x I T AAOEOT AEAOAAOAOO AT A A (;OAAO OOI ou Oi

language too complex’> How can you choose a book which correspor@$ UT OO DOPEI (
also corresponds to their level in English. | personally choose books using the following criteria.

18 ) EAOA OI 11 0A EOG8 )&E )b 110 Al OEOOEAOOEA
B. The illustrations have to le explicit and engaging.

C. The story should be fun and easy to follow and

D. They have to be well written!

When a storybook is well written every single word has been chosen for a reason. The text tends to
repetitive, to the point and relevant without being dumbeddown and stilted.

*Ol EA $11TATAOT 180 Al T EO -di9dlr-toaguebcpivafhd ymd Biel uek
x]T OAO OOAE AO OCET GCAO6h OCOETTAAGR OxAEI AAG £
very expresssA  OAAAET Ch A EAx T EIAO AT A ' gAl 3AEAEA
asked inFrenchto saywhat had happenedg they could.

All through our lives we enrich our vocabulary through reading so why limit children tared, smile, cry
AT A8 xAAAT 80 OEETE kpB A AQDARO EDAT AE @EAUS OA 1
when given a context such as fantastic story, primary children have this amazing ability to retain and
OAOOA x1 OAO8 )81 110 OAUETIglewddirOtkels®ry ditheA Rhat vl |
just be counterproductive and laborious. Using storybooks | |n the primary EFL classroom is definitel

By Jo Bertrand
This article was first published in the TESOL France Teaching Tim@ecember 2008)
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@® Book Reviw

Lo
An Island in the Sun
Written by Stella Blackstone and illustrated by Nicoletta Ceccoli

As the sun rises a the horizon, a strange little blue-haired boy sets sail for the daytaking us with him

on his journey to a faraway island in the sunAs the boy claspsnto his telescope, the readequickly

becomes hiseyesand1 CACAO ET Al 0O0) OBUAxPBEOI BACEDOI A
inthe skyandA AEOA /I WEndefful Aikl éf sepettitnAand rhyme carries us along on this
voyage of discovery offumping dolphinsd  Atandly tr@esbuntil we find out what he is really looking
for.

The words literally float across each page in perfect harmony with A A A bdauifalig illustrated
pictures and children will love rolling up their very own paper telescope to spy not only what the little
boy can see butilsoall the curious objects thatCeccoli has hidden on the page.

This is yet another extraordinary book published by Barefoot Books which is rich in both colour and
rhythm . It provides a perfect backdrop for talking abouttopical subjects such ashe environment and
gives children learning English the vocabulanthey needto be able to imagine themselves on that boa
AT A AOAAOA OEAEO OAOU 1Tx1 O) OPU xEOE 1U 1EOO

By Nicky Francis
For more storybook reviews go towww.thestoryseedscom



http://www.thestoryseeds.com/
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@® Comments

Tell us what you would like to see in future issues of he Storybook News with your suggestions for

the newsletter and The Story Seeds website.info@thestoryseeds.com
88888888888888888888888888888888888888888

@ Call for articles
To submit an article for publication in a future edition of the The Storybook News contact the editor

for further details . info@thestoryseeds.com
88888888888888888888888888888888888888888

@® Future Issues
Coming soon: an interview with Gail Ellis from the British CouncilParis and ceauthor of the best
selling bookTell it again! Ellis and Brewster, Longman.

If you would like to advertise in our newsletter or on our website please contact us at
info@thestoryseeds.com

For information about The Story Seeds workshops please contact
Jo Bertrand atjobertrand@thestoryseeds.confor enquiries about regional or international workshops
Nicky Francis atnickyfrancis@thestoryseeds.confor workshops in the Paris region.

Copyright of all content remains withwww.thestoryseeds.con®©
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